The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Introduction
“Our mission is to help people joyfully make Jesus Christ their treasure.”
(Shaped from Matthew 13:44)
Treasuring Jesus is why we exist as the church, and it’s God’s number one priority for His
children. The idea of treasuring may seem abstract and hard to apply without a clear definition.
So, if treasuring Jesus is our number one priority, let’s begin this study by taking a minute to
define exactly what we mean when we say “treasuring”.
“Treasuring” Defined: If someone or something is your “treasure”, then that person or
thing is what you cherish the most, trust in for your identity, and place your hope in. What you
treasure is what you spend most of your time on, seek out the most, serve, sacrifice for, spend
money on, and speak to others about the most. A synonym for treasuring in the Bible is the
word “worship”.
Treasuring (worshipping) is a very natural thing. All of us worship because that is how
God designed our hearts. Some of us may treasure success, relationships, comfort, money,
body image, fame… the list goes on. However, our sin has caused us to place our worship in the
things that God created instead of in God Himself. Paul explains the problem with our
treasuring (worship) in Romans 1:19-23:
“For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived,
ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without
excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but
they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise,
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal
man and birds and animals and creeping things.”
The goal here at The Field Church is not to teach you how to be a good Christian, but to
help you put God in His proper place as your greatest treasure. We know and believe that when
God is your greatest treasure, everything else falls into place and living for God is a delight.
In order to treasure someone, you first have to understand their value. That is why we
have chosen to begin your discipleship journey by walking through the Gospel of John. John is
described as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” He was essentially Jesus’ best friend and does a
great job of revealing the heart of Jesus through his writing. The more you come into contact

with Jesus and see the heart of God through Him, the more you realize that the greatest thing
He could ever give to his children is Himself.
Here is what we ask from you:
1. Be Faithful
a. That old saying that you get out what you put in is true. We have designed this
study to be user friendly. There are no trick questions, no expectation for you to
have all the right answers, and it will only take about 20-30 minutes of your time
each day. Just do your best and your discipler will be there to answer questions,
guide you, and to help you to apply what you read.
2. Be Intentional
a. Please do not take your time with God lightly or do this study to please us. We
are here to guide you, but this is between you and God. I know that if you are
intentional with God, you will discover the hope and freedom that comes with
knowing Him.
3. Be Teachable
a. We have all been saved by the grace of God through Jesus Christ so there is no
room for pride in the church. We are all learning together so we commit to being
humble, teachable leaders and we ask the same from you in return.
I know that if you are Faithful, Intentional, & Teachable (F.I.T.), you will begin to put God
in his rightful place as your greatest treasure and experience the freedom that is promised in
Christ Jesus!
“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.” (Galatians 5:1)

Getting Started:
In order to see our mission (Matthew 13:44) become a reality as a church, and in our
individual lives, we must be focused on the following four things:

Ä
©
Þ
+

Deeply Treasuring (Jesus)
Genuinely Loving (each other)
Actively Reaching (people in our "worlds")
Passionately Equipping (the saints)

Throughout this study and other studies to come, we want to intentionally focus on
these four principles while walking through Scripture. In order to do this, we have assigned a

symbol for each of these principles (as shown above) that we will use to mark questions that
we are intentionally asking to help you grow in these areas.
We have set this study up to give you a Bible reading plan for six days a week. The
seventh day is reserved for Sunday when you will hear a message and Scripture through Sunday
worship at church. Each day will have a section of Scripture to read with corresponding
questions. Please set aside about 20-30 minutes a day to get quiet with God. Try and find a
place where you won’t be distracted. I suggest opening your time with prayer, and ask God to
reveal Himself to you through his Word. Then, spend about 15 minutes reading and answering
the questions before again closing your time in prayer. If you are unsure of what Bible
translation to use, we have provided a list below of reliable translations that are both easy to
read and understand.
Each week will also have other homework assignments and exercises that will help you
to apply God’s Word to your life. These assignments will be designed to build in you the
disciplines of grace as you learn to walk with God.
Suggested Bible Translations for You to Use Are:
*English Standard Version (ESV)
*New Living Translation (NLT)
*New International Version (NIV)

Week 1
Day 1:
Read: John 1:1-5
v Note: Jesus is the “Word” that John is referring to.
1. What claims are being made about Jesus in the first three verses?
a. Does He have the same authority as God?
2. If Jesus is equal to God, how does that shape your confidence in Him?
3. Read Ephesians 2:1-3, what causes the darkness in us?
a. What does walking in darkness look like practically for us on a daily basis?
4. In your own words, what does it mean for the light of Jesus to be in us? What will that
do to the darkness that lives in us?
5. If you are in Jesus, what hope does that give you?
a. How can the light of Jesus change your perspective on your life?
i. What are some of the things in your life that you want Jesus to change in
you?
Assignment: Make a list of things that you want God to change in your life.

Day 2:
Read: John 1:6-18
1. The John that verse 6 is referring to is John the Baptist. We will learn more about him in
the days and weeks to come. Why did God send John? Why do you think people needed
someone to witness to them about Jesus?
a. Does God want the world to know about Jesus? What does that tell you about
God’s heart for the world?
2. In your own words, what does it mean that God gave those who believed in Him status
as His children?
a. Does being God’s child affect your perspective of yourself and the world around
you?
3. How would you define grace? How has God shown you grace?

4. Does God want you to know Him? Why or why not?
a. Can we know what God is like?

Day 3:
Read: John 1:19-28
1. What was John doing that was getting the attention of the Pharisees?
a. What did baptism represent to the Pharisees?
2. What was John the Baptist’s purpose?
Þ Why was it so important that John point people to Jesus?
3. What does 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 teach about our role as Christ followers?
4. John was an ambassador who directed people to find their hope in Jesus. Why was that
such an honor for John? How did he feel about Jesus?
a. How do you feel about Jesus? Why do you want people to know about Jesus?
What are some ways you can begin to point your friends, co-workers, family, etc.
to Jesus?

Day 4:
Read: John 1:29-34
1. We continue today looking at the relationship between John the Baptist and Jesus. Why
did John call him the “Lamb of God”?
a. Read: Exodus 12:21-28
i. Why was the blood of the lamb important?
ii. How does understanding Jesus as “The Lamb” shape your view of Jesus
and the love God has for you?
2. In verse 33, we see John say the phrase, “He who sent me”. John is speaking about God
the Father. God the Father calls Jesus His Son and the Holy Spirit descends on Him. In
verses 33-34 of John we see the Trinity. This means God is three in one - God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. They are all equal in authority but different in
roles.
So, practically speaking, God came down in the form of His Son and became the Lamb
that takes away our sin.
3. How does this show you God’s heart for you? Why would God send Himself for you and
me?
a. How do these truths grow your heart for God?

Day 5:
Read: John 1:35-42
1. Why were Andrew and Simon/Peter so eager to find the Messiah?
2. How would you describe your need for Jesus?
3. How does your need shape your pursuit of Jesus?
a. What does your pursuit of Jesus look like on a daily basis?
4. How did Jesus respond to the disciples who pursued Him?
a. What comfort does that bring you in your pursuit of Jesus?

Day 6:
Read: John 1:43-51
1. When Jesus told Nathanael, “I saw you”, what was He revealing about Himself?
2. If Jesus is able to know Nathanael in a personal and supernatural way, does He have the
same power to know you in an intimate way?
a. Since Jesus knows you deeply, how does that help you become more honest and
vulnerable with God? How about with yourself?
3. Read: Genesis 28:10-16
a. Verse 51 references Jacob’s dream when Jesus tells the disciples that the angels
will ascend and descend on the Son of Man. Jesus is the fulfillment of the ladder
that God showed Jacob in his dream. He is trying to tell the disciples and us that
He is the way to God. He is not just a son of man like the other prophets, but He
is the “Son of Man.”
i. When you meditate on this truth, how does it shape your belief about
salvation? How does it grow your faith?
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Week 2
Day 1:
Read: John 2:1-12
Today you are going to read about the wedding at Cana. There is a lot of foreshadowing
for the crucifixion and the fulfillment of the Old Testament in this story. The big theme that I
want you to discover for today is the theme of “Joy”:
The issue in today’s story is the wine had run out at this wedding. For the Jews, wine
(not drunkenness) was a symbol of joy and a celebration of God’s blessing on them. Many
scholars believe that wine running out at the wedding was a symbol of Israel’s dryness during
this time in history. (ESV Study Notes)
1. When Jesus said His hour had not yet come, what was He referring to?
2. Why do you think Jesus decided to use the jars of water that were used for purification?
3. What was the reaction of the wedding participants to the new wine that Jesus made?
a. What parallels can we draw from the wine Jesus made at the wedding feast and
His eventual crucifixion?
How did the crucifixion bring joy to the world? How did Jesus (the good wine) surpass
the law (the poor wine)?
Ä How did tasting the good wine of the gospel bring joy into your life?
o What was life like for you before meeting Jesus?
© How can you share the joy that you have in Jesus with your friends?

Day 2:
Read: John 2:13-22
v In today’s reading, we read about Jesus cleansing the temple. This is one of the first
recordings of Jesus confronting the religious leaders of His time. Why did He do so in
such a violent manner? Because of who dwelled in the temple. God’s Spirit dwelled in
the temple and it was meant to be a house of prayer to the Lord, holy and set apart for

Him. Instead, the religious leaders where using the temple as a place of commerce and
selfish gain.
v In Jesus’ day, one would come to the temple to offer sacrifices to the Lord, but many
people had to travel long distances to reach it, so the religious leaders would sell certain
animals for the patrons to use for their sacrifice. They would, however, also mark up the
prices to exploit the situation for selfish gain. Their business also tended to take place in
the temple court where the Gentiles (non-Jews) would worship, disrupting it. (Worship
being the whole purpose for the temple being built in the first place).
© How were Jesus actions an act of love to the people?
2. What did Jesus mean when He said He would tear down the temple and rebuild it in
three days?
a. If you said “Jesus was talking about Himself”, you would be right. How can Jesus
say that and be speaking the truth?
v If Jesus is God, then His body represented the dwelling place (temple) of God. The
religious leaders missed the whole point of the temple.
3. Do you have the same zeal growing in your heart that you see Jesus have in this
passage? Give some examples of ways you are growing in your passion for the Lord.

Day 3:
Read: John 2:23-25
1. Why was Jesus unwilling to entrust Himself to the people in Jerusalem?
a. What is in man that made them untrustworthy?
b. Read: Jeremiah 17:9-10
i. What does Jeremiah say about our hearts?
2. Remember back to Chapter 1 of John, what about Jesus gives us hope despite the
darkness of our hearts?
+ What should we look to in order to know how to make choices that honor God?
o What is one God-honoring choice that you are going to work on today? What
Scripture are you meditating on to make this choice?

Day 4:
Read: John 3:1-8
1. In today’s passage, you meet Nicodemus who was a iPharisee. He is having a
conversation with Jesus about how to be saved. Why does Nicodemus think Jesus is a
teacher from God?
2. When Jesus says that we have to be born of “water” and of “the Spirit”, what do you
think He means?

a. Hint: Verses 4 & 6 explain the meaning of verse 5.
3. Why do you think Jesus uses the example of the wind to describe how the Spirit works?
a. How does Jesus’ example give you confidence in the Spirit’s ability to change
you?

Day 5:
Read: John 3:9-15
1. Why does Jesus use the plural term “we” in verse 11 to refer to Himself?
a. What does He want Nicodemus to understand about the nature of God and of
Himself?
2. In verse 14, Jesus made reference to Moses lifting up the serpent in the desert. In order
to understand what Jesus is trying to communicate, please read: Numbers 21:4-9.
a. What had the people done that made God punish them with serpents?
b. What did God make as a symbol of the people’s iirepentance?
i. When the people looked at the bronze serpent, it was a symbol of the
repentance in their heart.
3. What is Jesus saying about Himself by using the story of Moses to refer to “the Son of
Man being lifted up?”
a. When we look to the crucifixion of Jesus and believe in what He has done, what
does that represent about our hearts?
Þ Why is it so important for us to share about the cross to our friends, family, and
people around us who do not have a relationship with Jesus?

Day 6:
Read: John 3:16-21
1. Why did God send His Son into the world?
Ä What do you learn about God’s heart in verses 16 & 17?
o How does knowing you are not condemned give you the freedom and desire to
step into the light?
© How does knowing God’s heart for you inform how you should interact with the people
in your world?
v Note: I want you to talk about your friends who are Christians and the ones who are not
Christians. How you interact with a brother or sister in Christ will differ somewhat to
how you interact with someone who does not know Jesus (a “lost person”).
2. What does it look like for you to do what is “true?” What are the implications for your
life?

i

Pharisees
separatists (Heb. persahin, from parash, "to separate"). They were probably the successors of the Assideans (i.e.,
the "pious"), a party that originated in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes in revolt against his heathenizing policy.
The first mention of them is in a description by Josephus of the three sects or schools into which the Jews were
divided (B.C. 145). The other two sects were the Essenes and the Sadducees. In the time of our Lord they were the
popular party (John 7:48). They were extremely accurate and minute in all matters appertaining to the law of
Moses (Matt. 9:14; 23:15; Luke 11:39; 18:12). Paul, when brought before the council of Jerusalem, professed
himself a Pharisee (Acts 23:6-8; 26:4, 5).
There was much that was sound in their creed, yet their system of religion was a form and nothing more. Theirs
was a very lax morality (Matt. 5:20; 15:4, 8; 23:3, 14, 23, 25; John 8:7). On the first notice of them in the New
Testament (Matt. 3:7), they are ranked by our Lord with the Sadducees as a "generation of vipers." They were
noted for their self-righteousness and their pride (Matt. 9:11; Luke 7:39; 18:11, 12). They were frequently rebuked
by our Lord (Matt. 12:39; 16:1-4).
From the very beginning of his ministry the Pharisees showed themselves bitter and persistent enemies of our
Lord. They could not bear his doctrines, and they sought by every means to destroy his influence among the
people. (https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionaries/dict_meaning.php?source=1&wid=T0002926)
ii

Repentance:
(2.) Metanoeo, meaning to change one's mind and purpose, as the result of after knowledge. This verb, with (3)
the cognate noun _metanoia_, is used of true repentance, a change of mind and purpose and life, to which
remission of sin is promised.
Evangelical repentance consists of (1) a true sense of one's own guilt and sinfulness; (2) an apprehension of God's
mercy in Christ; (3) an actual hatred of sin (Ps. 119:128; Job 42:5, 6; 2 Cor. 7:10) and turning from it to God; and (4)
a persistent endeavour after a holy life in a walking with God in the way of his commandments.
The true penitent is conscious of guilt (Ps. 51:4, 9), of pollution (51:5, 7, 10), and of helplessness (51:11; 109:21,
22). Thus he apprehends himself to be just what God has always seen him to be and declares him to be. But
repentance comprehends not only such a sense of sin, but also an apprehension of mercy, without which there can
be no true repentance (Ps. 51:1; 130:4). (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/repentance)
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Week 3
Day 1:
Read: John 3:22-36
1. Why do John and Jesus both continue to baptize people as they come to them?
a. What can we conclude from reading verse 25 that baptism is a symbol of?
2. What were John’s disciples concerned about?
a. Why do you think they were they concerned for John’s position of power?
b. What do you think some of John’s followers found their significance in?
3. John was their i“Rabbi,” so what did his words and actions teach his disciples about
humility?
a. What did John find his significance in?
Ä What was John’s reason for joyfully putting aside his own glory in order to give Jesus all
glory and honor in verses 30-36?
a. How did laying down his life for Jesus give John more satisfaction then if he
would have tried to hold onto his own position, significance or glory?
Ä Do you have areas of your life that you are still trying to hold onto for significance?
What do you need to decrease in order for Jesus to increase in your heart?

Day 2:
Read: John 4:1-9
1. Jesus passes through iiSamaria, and He gets tired and weary, showing us a part of Jesus’
human side. Why is it important for the Bible to show us Jesus’ humanity?
• Does this take away from His God side? Why is it important for Him to be fully
God as we have learned and also fully human?
2. After reading the footnote included in this week’s questions about Samaria, why do you
think Jesus would break cultural norms in order to talk to this Samaritan woman?
• What does Jesus teach us here about reaching out to people?
• Are there cultural norms that make you afraid to reach out to people around you
today?
© Why should we be willing to go against cultural norms in order to share about Jesus with
people? Is this duty or delight?

Day 3:
Read: John 4:10-15
1. What is the “living water” that Jesus is talking about?
2. What was the woman at the well finding her hope in? Could she see past her
circumstances and the traditions of her culture?
3. What is this woman’s need according to Jesus?
a. Which need do you tend to focus on the most - “worldly needs” or “spiritual
needs?”
b. When you do focus on your worldly needs, how do you find yourself thirsting
again?

Day 4:
Read: John 4:16-26
1. Why did Jesus call out the woman’s sin? Was that mean or loving?
a. Why?
2. What did the woman perceive about Jesus because He knew about her sin?
a. How did her honesty open up her heart to hear the truth?
Ä How do you see the grace of God play out in the interaction between Jesus and
the woman at the well?
Ä How are we supposed to worship God now?
i. What is the difference between “spirit” and “truth?”
ii. What does it mean to worship in “spirit?”
iii. What does it mean to worship in “truth?”

Day 5:
Read: John 4:27-45
1. What was the first response of the Samaritan woman? Would that have been easy for
her to do considering her reputation in the community?
a. Why, then, did she go and share about Jesus?
Þ Does your relationship with Christ compel you to share about Him with others?
Þ What holds you back?
2. Verses 35-38 talk about God’s redemptive plan and how each of us play a part in seeing
others come to know Him.
a. Who are you building relationships with and sowing seeds of the gospel with in
your life?
b. Who are you sharing the gospel with in order to see them place their faith in
Christ (reaping)?

Day 6:
Project: Sharing the gospel through your own story (writing a testimony).
The woman at the well is a great example of someone who used their own story to point others
to Christ. Today, I want you to learn to do the same. You live around people and have
conversations with them every day. No doubt as you are growing in your faith with Christ,
people are noticing that something is different about you. This may even lead to them directly
asking you what is different.
Sharing your personal testimony is literally telling the story of how you became a Christian and
what Jesus has done in your life since your salvation. The Field Church has provided a basic
format below to help you lay out your story in a clear and progressive manner. Please write out
each section and practice it to present at your next discipleship meeting. As always, your
discipler will be able to help you if you have any questions.
Section 1. (Life Before Christ)
1. What was your life like before placing your faith in Jesus Christ?
a. What did you live for?
b. What did you find hope in?
c. What did you seek for satisfaction?
2. This section should be 1-2 paragraphs and only take about 1-2 minutes to explain.
3. Do’s
a. Begin your testimony with an attention getting sentence. Examples are:

i. I used to think I really knew what was going on in life. Boy was I wrong!
ii. I used to be afraid of dying, but not anymore.
iii. I grew up in a church, but did not understand its purpose until a few
years ago.
iv. I wasn't always this interested in Christian things.

4. Don’ts:
a. Do not overemphasize how bad you used to be. In other words, don't stretch the
story!
Section 2. (Meeting Christ)
1. How/when/why did you come to know Jesus?
2. Who or what introduced you to Jesus?
3. Share about the gospel.
a. I was born a sinner (Romans 3:23).
b. The wages of my sin was a spiritual death apart from God (Romans 6:23a).
c. I realized that God loved me so much that He sent His own Son, Jesus, to take
the penalty for my sins on the cross (Romans 6:23b, Romans 5:8, John 3:16-17).
d. All I had to do to receive the free gift of salvation was believe and trust that Jesus
is Lord and ask Him to be my Savior. (Romans 10:9-10, 13)
4. Put these points in your own words.
5. This section should be about one paragraph long and take about 1-2 minutes to explain.
6. Most people use a lot of “church words” in this section, or they skip through it quickly
missing the best part of your testimony. You want to be sure that after hearing your
story, anyone you share with it could go home and accept Jesus for themselves.
Section 3. (Life after coming into a relationship with Christ)
1. How has Jesus changed your life?
a. What do you seek for satisfaction now?
b. How does God’s grace help you grow?
c. What hope do you have now?
2. End your testimony with a response question. Some examples are:
a. And that is how I became a Christian. Does what I said make sense?
b. Do you feel like you have come to know Christ yet, or are you still on the way?
3. Don’ts:
a. Avoid giving the impression that the Christian life is a bed of roses and that you
are now perfect.
b. Do not preach--share Christ!

Challenge: After you have written out your testimony and practiced going over it with your
discipler, try to share your testimony one time this week with a friend who doesn’t know Jesus.

i

Rabbi [N] [H] [S]

my master, a title of dignity given by the Jews to their doctors of the law and their distinguished teachers. It is
sometimes applied to Christ ( Matthew 23:7 Matthew 23:8 ; Mark 9:5 (RSV); John 1:38 John 1:49 ; 3:2 ; 6:25 , etc.);
also to ( John 3:26 ). http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/rabbi/
ii

Samaria (ESV Study Notes)
Jesus had to pass this way because of geography(it was the shortest route), but the words may also indicate that
Jesus’ itinerary was subject to the sovereign and providential plan of God (“had to” translates GK. Dei, “to be
necessary,” which always indicates divine necessity or requirement elsewhere in John: 3:7, 14, 30; 9:4; 10:16;
12:34; 20:9). Through Samaria was the usual route taken by travelers from Judea to Galilee, though strict Jews, in
order to avoid defilement, could bypass Samaria by opting for a longer route that involved crossing the Jordan and
traveling on the east side. The Samaritans were racially mixed group of partly Jewish and partly Gentile ancestry,
who were disdained by both Jews and non-Jews (see Luke 10:33; 17;16; John 8:48; see also 2 Kings 17:24-31,
which describes how the king of Assyria brought foreign people to settle in Samaria in 722 B.C.; over time they had
intermarried with some Jews who had remained in the area. Many inhabitants of this region between Judea and
Galilee were descendants of the OT northern kingdom of Israel, although from the Jewish perspective these
Samaritans had assimilated strongly into non-Jewish culture and had intermarried with Mesopotamian colonists.
The Samaritans had their own version of the Pentateuch, their own temple on Mount Gerizim and their own
rendering of Israelite history. Tensions often ran high between Jews and Samaritans.
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Week 4
Day 1:
Read: John 4:46-54
1.
2.
3.
Ä

Did the official believe in Jesus because He healed his son or before?
Why did this 1non-Jewish official believe in Jesus?
Where do you go when you get desperate?
Sometimes God allows desperate things to come into our lives to force us to look to
Him. When have you felt desperate? Where did you look?

Day 2:
Read: John 5:1-17
1. The pool was called “Bethesda” which means “house of mercy”. People who were lame,
sick, blind, etc. would come to this pool in Jerusalem hoping for a miracle cure.
2. The 2invalid man was looking for hope from the pool, but felt hopeless at the same time
because he had no one to put him into the pool. What things in your life have you
looked to for hope outside of Christ?
a. Did they ever provide hope to you in any lasting way?
Ä Christ is the one who can bring true freedom, healing and hope. How have you seen
Christ enter into the areas of your life that seemed hopeless and bring hope?
3. Jesus’ statement, “Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you,” suggests that
this man’s suffering was due to consequences of his sin. Maybe he was young and
drunkenly decided to jump off of something to impress his friends ;). Whatever the case,
it was the grace he received from Jesus that was the motivator for him to fight sin.
Ä How have you experienced the grace that comes from the gospel? How has Jesus given
you a new beginning?
a. Why do you want to fight sin? What makes you want to continue to live in
freedom?
1

Official- The official was probably a Gentile centurion, possibly in the service of Herod Antipas
(cf. Mark 6:14) (ESV Study Notes)
2
Invalid (Gk astheneia), in light of v.7, probably means “paralyzed,” “lame,” or “extremely
weak” (the Greek term is the general expression for a “disabled” condition). (ESV Study Notes)

Day 3:
Read: John 5:18-29
1. The Jews were very upset because Jesus was claiming to be God and breaking their
religious rules.
2. Why do you think Jesus’ claim to being equal to God upset the Jews so much?
a. Why is it so important that Jesus’ claim “to be equal to God” be true?
3. What promise does verse 25 make for those who hear the voice of God?
a. Why do those who believe in God and have a relationship with Him “live”?
b. If the things of God bring life, then what things bring death? How much time in
your life do you spend focusing on death?
i. What are some changes you need make in order to focus on the things of
God and live?
ii. In what ways have you seen God bring life to things that used to be dead
in your life?

Day 4:
Read: John 5:30-47
1. The Jews were rejecting Jesus and accusing Him of blasphemy. Claiming to be God was
an offense that led to death according to the law. The Jews were persecuting Jesus
because of it. So, in this section, Jesus is defending His claim through pointing out the
proof that He is, indeed, the Son of God.
2. Who or what are the witnesses to Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God?
Ä Which of Jesus’ arguments (John the Baptist, the miracles, Moses) give you confidence
that Jesus is truly the Son of God?
Ä Do you ever find yourself doubting Jesus? When you doubt Him, what are the thoughts
that go through your head?
Ä How can this passage help to reassure you of who Jesus truly is?
Þ What doubts do the other people in your life have about Jesus?
Þ How can this passage help you to start a conversation with the people in your
world about Jesus? How can Jesus’ arguments help subside their doubts?

Day 5:
Read: John 6:1-15
Today’s passage shows a famous miracle in Scripture where Jesus feeds the 5,000. This
is one of the miracles that Jesus uses to demonstrate His power and equality to God. This

miracle also parallels a miracle in 3Numbers 11 where God provides for His people with 4manna.
To help you understand the magnitude of this miracle, let’s look at the facts a little closer.
1. The number 5,000 only represented the men. When you add in the women and children
the estimated number was somewhere around 20,000 people. (ESV Study Bible Notes)
2. Barley was a common food for the poor and the fish were probably dried or preserved,
possibly pickled. (ESV Study Bible Notes) This meal that the boy was sharing was barely
enough for two men to eat.
3. Two hundred denarii were equal to roughly eight months’ wages since one denarius was
about one day’s pay. (ESV Study Bible Notes)
So this was an impossible situation and that is exactly why Jesus chose this moment to
teach His disciples a valuable lesson about the character of God.
4. What lens where the disciples seeing this situation through? (a human lens or a “Godsized” lens)?
5. When Jesus provided for all the people with enough leftovers to fill 12 baskets, what did
the disciples learn that day?
Ä What does this passage teach you about the power of God?
Ä What does this passage also teach you about the heart of God?
6. What situations do you have in your life that seem impossible?
+ How does this passage shape your belief about God and your response to tough
situations in your life?

Day 6:
Read: John 6:16-21
Well, if feeding the 5,000 didn’t convince you of Jesus’ power and equality to God, then,
today’s passage may drive the point home.
1. Jesus walks on water to both demonstrate and communicate something to the disciples.
What message was He sending?
2. If Jesus has sovereign control over the world He created, then where should we turn
when we have fears about the things of this world?
3. Do you ever struggle with anxiety and fear?
3
4

Parallels between John 6 and Numbers 11 http://kindle.esvsb.org/c145

Manna definition:
a : food miraculously supplied to the Israelites in their journey through the wilderness by God
(Numbers 11:7-9; Exodus 16)
b : divinely supplied spiritual nourishment

4. What are the things you wish you could control that you can’t? Why do they cause you
so much stress?
a. Are you willing to repent of your idol of control and trust God?
5. See Appendix A on the following page for more about the idol of Control.

Appendix A
Control
Idolatry Defined:
Dictionary.com has two different definitions:
1. An image or other material object representing a deity to which religious worship is
addressed.
a. These can be things like:
i. A Buddah statue, Hindus’ worship of cows, or even lucky charms like a
rabbit’s foot or horseshoes.
ii. The Old Testament had things like Asherim poles (Deuteronomy 7:5)
1. Female fertility symbols
2. Carved images or golden statues
2. Any person or thing regarded with blind admiration, adoration, or devotion.
a. Movie Stars
b. Sports Stars
c. Sports Teams
d. Bands
In other words, idols are the object of our worship. So what is worship? Worship is any person
or thing that we seek, serve, sacrifice for, spend our time and money on, speak about most, and
trust in most. We tend to worship idols as a means to serve ourselves.

The Truth About Idols
•

Idols have something that we want.
o Fame
o Popularity
o Security
o Happiness
o Love
o Character

•

Idols promise to give us the hope and security that we are looking for.
o If I can just get married, then all my dreams will have come true.
o If I could make a lot of money, all of my problems would go away.

•

o If I could just know what is going to happen tomorrow, then I could prepare for it
and not be so afraid.
Idols lie to us.

“Idols promise everything and they take away everything”
How Idolatry Functions
Since our hearts are worshipping hearts, we are idol making machines. We can turn anything
into an idol. This makes the idols of our hearts very complex. So, in order to find freedom from
our idols we must first understand how they function.
There are two levels of idols according to Tim Keller in his book “Counterfeit Gods”:
1. “Deep Idols”
a. Deep idols are the result of sin corrupting our deep motivational drives.
b. Power, approval, comfort or control
2. “Surface idols”
a. These are the things that we seek and serve in order to satisfy our deep idols.
i. These are things like money, a relationship (a spouse, kids), success,
fame, etc.

Control
The deep idol I would like to focus on for this appendix is the idol of control. Many of us
struggle with this idol and it is a main reason for a lot of our fears and anxieties. Some of us
struggle so much with control that it causes a physical reaction in the form of panic attacks.
Definition: to exercise restraint or direction over; dominate; command.
Many of us can relate to this need for control. There are certain areas in our lives that all of us
want to feel like we have control over. Our finances, our futures, and our relationships are just
a few examples that we all deal with.
The big issue with the idol of control is that deep down we know that we can’t really control
things. Stuff happens.
If you struggle with the idol of control, the previous statement just made you a little sick to your
stomach, but the truth is there are so many things on a daily basis that we can’t control. This
leads me to my first point, which is the emotion of control.

The Emotion of Control
The emotion of control really deals with the loss of control. The promise of the idol of
control is that ultimate happiness and contentment comes from achieving complete
control. The problem is we are never completely in control of anything. So as we strive for
control and are met with moments that are out of our control we deal with the following
emotions:
1. Fear & Dread:
• Many of us struggle with the possibilities of disaster happening in the future.
o Sometimes this comes from experience.
• Many of us have faced tragedy and loss. If you have ever been
through hard times, then going through them again is the last
thing you want to do.
o Sometimes this comes from real possibilities.
§ Bad things can happen. There is a little bit of truth in all our fears, but
it is often over-exaggerated.
§ We do not want to be vulnerable. A few examples of this are:
• Stage fright
• Not being prepared
o Ex. Oversleeping for an interview
• Opening up in a relationship
• Anxiety:
o A feeling of worry, nervousness, or unease, typically about an imminent
event or something with an uncertain outcome.
§ Will I get that job?
§ What if I don’t get into that school?
§ What if I fail that class?
§ What if they don’t accept me?
• Depression
o Severe despondency and dejection, typically felt over a period of time and
accompanied by feelings of hopelessness and inadequacy.
§ The acknowledgement of loss of control can lead to hopelessness.
• “There is nothing I can do, so, why try?”

The Action of Control

Obsession:
• Over-preparedness- Going over every detail over and over again. This way there is no
chance of something going wrong.
o There is nothing wrong with preparing, but you can never be fully prepared.
o Psychology would call this OCD.
§ Obsessive Compulsive Disorder
• I would call it an idol of control.
Avoiding:

o We stay out of places and situations that we feel most out of control.
§ An extreme example of this are phobias (http://phobialist.com)

Worry:
Ed Welch writes in his book “Running Scared”
• Worriers live in the future.
o It is the preferred time zone.
• Worriers are pessimistic fortunetellers.
o They see the future in minute gory details.
• If you worry long enough, eventually, your fears will come true.
• Worry is a protection mechanism.
o It is your shield from getting hurt.
o “If I imagine the worst, I will be prepared for it.” Worry is looking for control.
• Worriers cannot be reasoned with.
o They don’t listen very well.
• Worriers are self-centered.
o When we worry, other people listen. It lets us indulge in self-pity.

Crushing the Idol to Control
1. We have to crush our pride:
• The Idol of control is predicated on our ability to do things.
o It is a constant focus on us.
§ What we will gain.
§ What we will lose.
2. Trust in God:
• What is God’s most frequent command in Scripture?
o “Do not be afraid.”

Genesis 26:24: “That night the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am the
God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you.”
§ John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.”
Freedom from control comes from laying down your pride and trusting in the One who
actually has control.
§

•

Matthew 6 Principle: Read Matthew 6:25-34
1. God is in control.
o God not only created everything, but He takes care of everything.
2. God cares more about you than you do about yourself.
o v.26b
§ The question Jesus asks, “Are you not of more value than they?” is a
question of trust. How you answer this question is the key to peace or
anxiousness.
• If God is in control and you know He cares for you, then, you can
trust that whatever the future holds, God will be with you and will
help you through it. Therefore, if you believe and trust this truth,
you will have peace. However, you will need to meditate and
remind yourself of it on a daily basis. Belief is knowledge with
trust, and trust is an action not a feeling. You will need to choose
to trust God.
§ Anxiety comes when we don’t believe that God is in control and has our
good in mind. We choose to take control into our own hands. We believe
if we can prepare enough and worry enough about the future that we
can prevent bad things from happening. The problem with control is that
we know deep down that we have no control which leads to panic
attacks and the other negative reactions described above.
o So how do we practically trust God with our lives?
3. We focus on the present:
o The idol of control is a symptom of our pride and desire to play God. We spend
most of our thought life:
§ Trying to redeem the past
§ Trying to setup or control the future
The problem with this pattern of thought is these are two realms that only God
lives in. God is omnipresent which means that He rules everywhere at all times
including over all of history. God is not confined to our timeline. We cannot

control the future or change the past. All we are responsible for is to live
faithfully for God in the present time.
However, how will live in the present and the choices we make do redeem the
past in the fact that we can learn and be different from who we once were. The
past has influenced who we are, but it does not define who we become. We
have a new identity in Christ, and the gospel gives us new hope (2 Corinthians
5:17).
Also, how we live in the present and the choices we make today do influence the
future. Wise choices produce good fruit. (Galatians 6:6-10)
6 Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who
teaches. 7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that
will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh
reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will
reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.
So I encourage you - repent of your pride and the idol of control. Accept the
gracious truth that you are not in control, nor do you need to be. God’s rule over
you is a part of His grace in your life that leads to peace.

The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Week 5
Day 1:
Read: John 6:22-40
1. Why did the people follow Jesus? Did they want Christ or what they thought Christ could
do for them?
Ä Why do you follow Jesus? Is it to know and love Jesus, or do you want the benefits and
blessings of being a Christian more?
2. What if God decides to allow a trial to happen in your life? Would He be enough?
3. What is your commitment to the Lord based on?
Ä How do we receive the “bread of life”?
a. Jesus simply wants our hearts and our worship!

Day 2:
Read: John 6:41-59
1. What do you think it means that God draws people to Himself and no one comes to Him
unless He draws you?
2. How does that affect you view of God’s love to know He drew you to himself?
3. How does His drawing give you confidence for your future?
v Note: “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood” cannot be
intended literally, for no one ever did that. As Jesus has done frequently in this Gospel,
He is using the example of physical items from the world to teach about spiritual
realities. Here, to “eat” Jesus’ flesh has the spiritual meaning of trusting or believing in
Him, especially in His death for the sins of mankind. (See also v.35, where Jesus speaks
of coming to Him as satisfying “hunger” and believing in Him as satisfying “thirst.”)
Similarly, to “drink his blood” means to trust in His atoning death, which is represented
by the shedding of His blood. Although Jesus is not speaking specifically about the Lord’s
Supper here, there is a parallel theme, because the receiving of eternal life through
being united with “the Son of Man” is represented in the Lord’s Supper (where Jesus’
followers symbolically eat His flesh and drink His blood; cf. 1 Corinthians 11:23-32). This
is anticipated in OT feasts (see 1 Corinthians 5:7) and consummated in the marriage
supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9).

Ä Being united with Christ is an “all in” statement. How are you being “all in” with Christ
right now?
o Are there things or ways that you are holding back from God? What are those
things? What do you need to do to lay them down and be fully all in with Christ?

Day 3:
Read John 6:60-71
1. Why did some of the disciples feel that what Christ said was a “hard saying”?
a. What do you think about what Jesus is saying? Is it too hard?
2. V. 63 shows how, through His hard saying, Jesus was actually trying to show the
disciples the freedom that comes through believing in Him. “The flesh is no help at all”
and to live for our own pride, passions or idols will only bring destruction.
a. Why didn’t the twelve leave Jesus? What was the belief that they were clinging
to?
b. What beliefs do you cling to? What beliefs shape how you see the world and
how you function?

Day 4:
Read John 7:1-13
1. “I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say
about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his
claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man
and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would
either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else
he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is,
the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool,
you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord
and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great
human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” ~ C.S. Lewis, Mere
Christianity
Ä Have you found yourself doubting that Jesus is the Son of God?
a. If so, what causes those doubts?
b. In order to follow Christ fully, then you must know what you what you believe about
Him fully.
Ä What truths about Christ help you settle doubts in your mind about who He is?
a. How does settling the doubts help you to walk more faithfully with Christ?

Day 5:
John 7:14-24
1. The Jews marveled at Jesus’ teaching and Jesus makes the statement “My teaching is not
mine, but his who sent me. If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the
teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority.”
a. What do you think Jesus was trying to communicate to us about the relationship
between our hearts and God’s Word?
i. Can you love God and not desire to obey His Word?
b. What do your actions show about what you believe right now?
c. If you are not being obedient to the Lord according to His Word, then how can your
love for God drive you to repent?
i. Or, how can God’s love for you inform your repentance?

Day 6:
John 7:25-31
The Jews taught that the Messiah would be a prophet who performed miracles like
Moses. It makes sense that the crowd of people here began to wander if Jesus was truly the
Messiah.
1. Why are the Jews so reluctant to believe in Jesus? What else could Jesus do to prove He was
the Messiah and the Son of God?
2. Sin can blind us and the Jews’ pride was blinding them to the reality of what Jesus was
showing them. What are some of your sins that can tend to blind you from the reality of
who Jesus is?
© Who do you have in your life that can act as a mirror to protect you from
spiritual blindness? (Proverbs 27:17)
3. Who are you completely vulnerable with? (Note: Make sure they walk with God and love
Jesus, so they are pointing you to Christ and not giving worldly advice.)
4. Who do you act as a mirror for? Who do you encourage in their faith?

The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Week 6
Day 1:
Read: John 7:32-39
Reminder: We pick up on the last day of the “Feast of Booths” where people lived in leafy
structures to remember God’s faithfulness to Israel during their wilderness wonderings. It was a
time of celebration and thanksgiving, and it was two months prior to the “Feast of Dedication”
that we will read about in John 10.
1. Where do the Jews think Jesus is going? Where do you think Jesus meant that He was
going to go?
2. Pay close attention to the context that Jesus makes His statement in v. 37-38.
Remember they were celebrating God’s faithfulness at the Feast of Booths. Why do you
think Jesus chose that moment to proclaim that He alone can give “living water” to
those who believe in Him?
3. What do you think Jesus means when He says “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture
has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water’”?
Ä Has your heart ever felt dry? What was/is the “water” or sin that you were/are
drinking that keeps leaving you dry?
Ä How does knowing and trusting Jesus bring “living water” that never dries up
into your heart? Who specifically lives in us to produce this water?
© When you are full of the living water of the Holy Spirit, how have you because a source
of living water to others in your life?

Day 2:
Read: John 7:40-52
1. What was causing the division among the people? Did they have all the facts about
Christ right?
a. Where was Jesus’ birthplace? (Matthew 2:1-6)
2. What tends to cause doubt in your heart? Your own opinions and beliefs or Biblical
truth?
Ä How often do you reflect on the truth of God’s Word in a week?
Ä Does God’s Word bring freedom and clarity or does it cause struggle and
confusion in your life? Give reasons for your answer.

Ä Is there a correlation between the amount of time spent studying and reflecting
on the truth of God’s word and the amount of clarity and joy in your life?
+ What is one truth from God’s Word that you have learned this week that you can
put into practice every day?

Day 3:
John 7:53-8:11
1. What was the motivation of the Pharisees to bring the woman to Jesus?
2. How do you think the woman felt in that moment? Have you ever felt like the woman
because of choices you have made?
3. Why didn’t any of the men choose to throw a stone at her? Is anyone ever sinless to the
point of being able to throw a stone at someone else who has sinned? (Romans 3:10-12,
Romans 3:23).
4. The Pharisees were trying to use the law to disprove Christ’s message of forgiveness.
According to Romans 7, the law was given to reveal our imperfection up against the
perfect law of God. So when Jesus stated, “let He who is without sin cast the first
stone,” no one threw a stone because the law reveals their guilt just as it did the
woman’s.
Ä What can we learn about the heart of God by seeing how Jesus responds to the
woman?
© What do we learn about how to love others by what we see in Jesus’ interactions
with her?
a. Who can you relate to the most in this passage, the woman or the Pharisees?
What are some beliefs that you need to repent of today?

Day 4:
John 8:12-30
1. Where is Jesus going that the Pharisees cannot go? Why can’t they go there?
2. What is Jesus saying about Himself in this passage? What is the consequence of not
believing in Christ?
3. Jesus uses the analogy of darkness a lot to describe Himself as “the light”. What does
walking in darkness practically look like on this earth? What are some dark places that
you still walk in today?
4. If walking in the light is an action, what are the choices we need to make in order to
walk in the light?
a. What choices are you making right now? Are they choices to walk in darkness or
light?

Day 5:
John 8:31-38
1. What is evidence of being Jesus’ disciple according to this passage?
2. What is the result of knowing the truth from God’s Word?
Ä Do you feel free right now? Are there any areas of your life where you feel like a slave to
sin?
Ä In the areas where you still feel like a slave, what are the thoughts and beliefs
that you have about that sin area?
a. What does God’s Word say about that area of sin?
b. What choices based on truth are you going to make this week to begin to find the
freedom Jesus promises us?

Day 6:
John 8:39-59
Ä What are the verses in this passage where Jesus reveals His equality to God?
1. Why did the Pharisees have a hard time with Jesus claims?
a. Why couldn’t they believe in the claims He was making?
2. Who did Jesus say was their father? Was the devil their literal father?
a. What was the evidence that the devil was their father?
b. If we do not believe in Christ, does that mean we are also children of the devil?
i. Read Ephesians 2:1-3 for help with this question.
ii. Can anyone be neutral in this world? (Meaning not with God or with the
devil.)
+ Whose kingdom do you want to live for and advance, Jesus’ or the devil’s? How are you
going to intentionally impact the kingdom of God in your life this week?

The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Week 7
Day 1:
Read: John 9:1-12
1. The disciples ask the question, “who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” It was assumed in Jewish culture that if someone was suffering, it was due to
their sin or the sin of others. That is not always true, however. When you go through
suffering, who do you believe is responsible? What role does God play in your suffering?
2. Jesus reveals that his suffering was allowed by God in order to be used by God. Read the
following verses:
a. Romans 6:1-4
b. James 1:2-4
c. James 1:12-15
d. Romans 8:28
3. Summarize each verse in your own words.
a. What is our responsibility when it comes to sin and suffering?
b. What role does God play in our suffering?
4. In what ways are you taking responsibility for your sin? What needs to change about
your approach to sin and suffering in your life?
5. How do you need to grow in your trust of God?

Day 2:
Read: John 9:13-23
1. Why didn’t the Pharisees want to believe that Christ healed the blind man? Why do you
think they put their focus on Christ breaking the law of the Sabbath?
a. How would their argument affect the belief of the people?
b. Do you ever find yourself focusing on details of the law and sin and miss the
point of grace?
2. What can we learn from the blind man about true faith?
Ä What was the blind man’s perspective on Jesus? Why?
Þ How can our testimony of faith be effective in the skeptical world that we live in?

Day 3:
Read: John 9:24-41
1. On what premise were the Jews trying to prove Jesus as a sinner? Why did they want to
prove that Jesus was a sinner so badly?
Ä How does the blind man prove that Jesus was not a sinner, but the Son of God?
Ä What can we learn from the blind man about treasuring Jesus?
1. How can our sin blind us from the truth of the gospel? Are there things in your life now
that you treasure above Jesus?
a. How are you going to repent of those things this week so Jesus can be your only
treasure?

Day 4:
Read: John 10:1-11
1. What are some false beliefs in our world about salvation? (Ex. “If I am a good person, I
will go to heaven.“)
a. Which of these false beliefs are you tempted to follow or have followed in the
past?
2. How do we know the “voice of the Good Shepherd” and not get caught up in false
doctrines?
a. How have you experienced a more “abundant life” by following Jesus?
b. How does following Christ protect you?
Þ How can you lead others to the Good Shepherd?

Day 5:
John 10: 11-21
1. What type of shepherd is Jesus? Does He pursue us or do we have to seek Him out?
2. How can we know that Jesus is able to be trusted with our whole lives?
a. On whose authority did Jesus lay down His life?
i. How does knowing that Jesus paid for our sins on His own authority give
us confidence in His leading?
b. How are you following the voice of your Shepherd in your day-to-day life now?

Day 6:
The Bridge Diagram:
This week we have seen a couple of examples in Scripture of how Jesus revealed Himself to
people and explained Himself to them as our Savior. Today, I want you to learn a new tool to
share the good news of the gospel with others.
This diagram shows how we are to bridge the gap between us and God. Jesus pays the penalty
for our sin and creates a bridge for sinful man to come back into a relationship with a Holy God!
Study the verses today and be prepared to discuss them with your discipler at your next
meeting.

The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Week 8
Day 1:
John 10:22-30
1. Why does Jesus say the Jews do not believe in Him?
o Can anyone believe in Jesus without God first opening their eyes?
2. How does it make you feel that God drew you to Himself and opened your eyes to be
able to believe in Christ?
o Is there any room for pride in our salvation?
Þ How should we approach our friends and family who do not believe in Jesus as their
Lord and Savior? Can we save them?
o How important is our prayer life for those in our lives who don’t believe?

Day 2:
John 10:31-42
Why did the Jews want to stone Jesus?
o It is interesting that the Jews wanted Jesus to prove that He was the Son of God,
but when He did (through His good works), they wanted to stone Him for
blasphemy. However, if Jesus truly is the Son of God (which He proved many
times over He was), then nothing He said was blasphemy.
§ What did the Jews want that Jesus being the Son of God was threatening?
§ What idol were they clinging to?
§ How do our idols blind us from the truth?
o What idols do you struggle with and how has holding onto your idols caused
negative consequences in your life?
o How are you clinging to the truth of the gospel now? How has the gospel given
you freedom?
v The Jews seem to struggle with the deep idol of power. See Appendix B below. Maybe
you can relate.
§

Day 3:
John 11:1-16
v Today and tomorrow’s passage tells the famous story of Jesus raising His friend and
follower, Lazarus, from the dead. The raising of Lazarus constitutes the final and
ultimate sign of Jesus as the Messiah. It also foreshadows Jesus’ own resurrection and
how Jesus Himself would defeat death on our behalf and forgive our sins.
§
§

§

When Jesus tells His disciples that Lazarus’ illness doesn’t lead to death what was He
trying to teach them? Was Jesus lying to them since Lazarus did physically die?
Read: Romans 6:23
o What leads to death?
o What type of death is this verse talking about?
o What leads to life?
Jesus through Lazarus was trying to teach His disciples about having an “eternal
perspective”.
o What does it mean to have an “eternal perspective” about your life?
o Do you live with an eternal perspective?
o What do your choices and thoughts (including your worries) say about your
perspective?

Day 4:
John 11:17-44
§
§

§

Was there any question to the people that Lazarus was dead?
How did Martha demonstrate her faith in Jesus?
o What does Jesus teach us about believing in Him?
o What kind of hope does it give you to know that you will never die?
© How does the belief of eternity impact fear and worry? How does
eternity impact your thoughts about others?
Why did Jesus weep even though He knew He was going to raise Lazarus from the dead?
Ä What do you learn about the heart of Christ from this story?
Ä Does Jesus care about His children?
© How do you demonstrate the heart of Christ when you love others?

Day 5:
John 11:45-57
What was the motivation for the Jews to kill Jesus? What were they afraid of losing?
Do you think it was necessary for Jesus to die? (Reference verses 49-53.)
Why was it significant that the Jews were seeking to kill Jesus during the Passover?
Ä Read: Exodus 12:1-30
Ä What prophesy is Jesus fulfilling?
Þ Why is it so important that the people around you place their faith in Christ? Based on
that answer, why, then, should you share the message of the gospel with them?
§
§
§

Day 6:
John 12:1-8
Ä What do you learn about worship from Mary?
Ä Was she obligated to pour this very expensive fragrance on Jesus’ feet and then
use her own hair to wipe his feet?
Ä Why would she find joy in such an action?
§ Judas makes a logical point about giving to the poor. Giving to the poor is a very noble
goal. On the surface, what Judas was suggesting was a more “godly” thing to do. Why,
then, was his request sinful?
§ How does God judge if an action is worship or sin?
§ Is it possible to sin in reading your Bible, praying, going to church, serving others,
etc.?
§ What makes these actions worship?
§ Read: 1 Corinthians 10:31
§ Whose glory should you live for?
§ Whose glory are you living for?
• What changes should you make this week to give glory to God?

Appendix B
Power
Idolatry Defined:
(Reminder)
Dictionary.com has two different definitions:
1. An image or other material object representing a deity to which religious worship is addressed.
a. These can be things like:
i. A Buddah statue, Hindus’ worship of cows, or even lucky charms like a rabbit’s
foot or horseshoes.
ii. The Old Testament had things like Asherim poles (Deuteronomy 7:5)
1. Female fertility symbols
2. Carved images or golden statues
2. Any person or thing regarded with blind admiration, adoration, or devotion.
a. Movie Stars
b. Sports Stars
c. Sports Teams
d. Bands
In other words, idols are the object of our worship. So what is worship? Worship is any person or thing
that we seek, serve, sacrifice for, spend our time and money on, speak about most, and trust in most.
We tend to worship idols as a means to serve ourselves.

The Truth About Idols
•

Idols have something that we want.
o Fame
o Popularity
o Security
o Happiness
o Love
o Character

•

Idols promise to give us the hope and security that we are looking for.
o If I can just get married, then all my dreams will have come true.
o If I could make a lot of money, all of my problems would go away.

If I could just know what is going to happen tomorrow, then I could prepare for it and
not be so afraid.
Idols lie to us.
o

•

“Idols promise everything and they take away everything”
How Idolatry Functions
Since our hearts are worshipping hearts, we are idol making machines. We can turn anything into an
idol. This makes the idols of our hearts very complex. So, in order to find freedom from our idols we
must first understand how they function.
There are two levels of idols according to Tim Keller in his book “Counterfeit Gods”:
1. “Deep Idols”
a. Deep idols are the result of sin corrupting our deep motivational drives.
b. Power, approval, comfort or control
2. “Surface Idols”
a. These are the things that we seek and serve in order to satisfy our deep idols.

i.

These are things like money, a relationship (a spouse, kids), success, fame, etc.

Power
The idol of power is focused on having control over others, whereas the idol of control is focused on
having control over ourselves.
Definition: the capacity or ability to direct or influence the behavior of others or the course of events.

The Emotion of Power
What does it feel like when you trust in the idol of power, but find yourself losing it?
Fear of Humiliation:
•

Being humiliated is your greatest nightmare.
o People who struggle with the idol of power can never be wrong. You might even
talk in circles until you make whatever you are saying seem right.
§ If you are a verbal processor, it might be due to the idol of power.
• (Not always, though.)

o People who have been abused, bullied, or raped tend to gravitate to the idol of
power.
§ You know what it feels like to have all of your power taken away, so you
vow never to let that happen again.
• Understand that what you went through was the result of
someone else’s sin, something we call “suffering”.
o We have to deal with suffering through forgiveness and
through resting in the comfort of God. However, we still
have to recognize and repent of the idol of power in our
lives.
Anger:
§

§
§

You hate being challenged.
• When someone questions your authority, you may want to push
back.
When things don’t go your way, you may get mad.
Power is a direct result of pride. In your world, you are god and no one
questions god.

The Action of Power
Success:
o Success is a way to prove to everyone that you are superior.
§ Being a workaholic can be a result of having the idol of power.
o While you are successful, it is easier for you to put on a façade of grace and
humility, but, when you fail, it all falls apart.
Competition:
o You have to win. Notice “have to.” Healthy competition and winning are ok on
their own, but become an issue when this becomes a need.
§ The goal becomes to prove your dominance.
Influence:
•

As a leader, influence is a healthy thing to have, but becomes dangerous when
motivated by the idol of power:
o You use others for your own gain.
§ People feel used by you.

§

Your keep others at arm’s length.

o You manipulate others.
§ You bully people.
§ You control others through fear.

Crushing the Idol of Power
We Must Be Honest with Ourselves:
•

The idol of power is predicated on our ability to lord over others. If you find yourself
doing this you need to repent to the Lord and repent to the people you have tried to
control.
Repent of our Pride:
•

James 4:1-7
“What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that
battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get
what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God.
When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may
spend what you get on your pleasures.
You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity
against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an
enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for
the spirit he has caused to dwell in us? But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture
says:
‘God opposes the proud
but shows favor to the humble.’
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near
to God and he will come near to you.”

God opposes the proud, but He promises to draw near to those who humble themselves under
His authority.
God Wants to Restore You Through His Power:
1 John 1:9
•

God is the one who has the power to forgive.

•
•

We need to embrace His power in our lives.
o Philippians 2:13
We have the opportunity to use our influence for God’s glory and also for the good of
other people, not for our own selfish gain.

The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Week 9
Day 1:
John 12:9-11
v In today’s passage, we see how the chief priests respond in the face of undeniable
evidence of Jesus as the Christ. Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. Because of the
amount of time Lazarus was dead, there was no denying that fact, and Jesus also raised
him from the dead in front of many witnesses.
1. What was the chief priest’s response to Lazarus being raised from the dead? What did
they want to do to Lazarus?
2. Why do you think the chief priests would rather kill Lazarus than believe in Jesus?
3. Sin is blinding and can often produce irrational behavior in us. What does James 4:1-5
teach us about sin and its destructiveness in our lives?
a. What does James 4:6-8 teach us about hope, and about the way to move forward
from the destruction of sin to finding peace with God?
4. How have you experienced the destructiveness of sin in your life?
5. In what ways do you need to humble yourself before the Lord and repent of your sin?
a. How have you experienced God “drawing near” to you?

Day 2:
John 12:12-19
v The palm branch was a symbol of victory over one’s enemies for the Jewish people. This
is yet another indication that the Jews saw Jesus as a king like David. They thought the
Messiah would come and free them politically from the Romans. They didn’t understand
that Jesus was sent for a much greater purpose. He was to become a King to rule both
over us and the entire universe. Jesus died in order to defeat sin and death for all of
mankind.
1. Why do you think the people were so eager to come out and greet Jesus?
a. What kind of hope were these people looking for? How did they see hope in
Jesus?
2. Why were the Pharisees upset that they were “gaining nothing”?
b. Did the Pharisees want to honor God or themselves?
c. Do you make choices based on the hope Jesus has given you or based on your
own selfish desires?

a. In what ways does your attitude toward God need to change?

Day 3:
John 12:20-36
1. What did Jesus mean that “the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified”?
a. Why did Jesus’ death and resurrection bring Him glory?
2. What is Jesus trying to teach us in verse 25?
a. Why do we try to hold on to “our lives”?
b. Why does loving our lives lead to losing everything?
§ When we “love our lives”, who are we living for?
c. How can hating our lives lead to salvation?
d. Can you live for yourself and also give your life to God at the same time?
§ Do you ever try to do both?
§ What are some areas of your life that you need to surrender to God?

Day 4:
Life on Mission: Gospel Conversation Guide
v In John 12:20-50, Jesus explains the good news of the gospel to the crowds. I want you
to spend some time today learning a great conversation tool on how to share the good
news of the gospel with those in your world.
v Please take some time to watch the video below and take notes on how to use this tool:
http://lifeonmissionbook.com/conversation-guide

Day 5:
Today I want you read through John 12:20-50 again. As you read, I want you to practice
explaining the gospel through Scripture.
1. Where do you see, in the passage, Jesus talking about God’s design for our lives and
how our sin ruined God’s design?
2. Where do you see, in the passage, Jesus talk about the brokenness that we all face as
those who have sinned against God?
3. How do you see Jesus guide us to find hope in the gospel through repentance of our
sins?
4. Where do you see Jesus promise restoration through following Him?

Day 6:
John 13:1-20
1. Why did Jesus wash the feet of the disciples?
a. Note: At this time, the feet were considered the dirtiest parts of a human
because of the filth they had to walk through each day (dirt, animal dung, etc.)
wearing only sandals. Thus, the job of washing feet was reserved for the lowliest
of servants.
2. What example of how to love one another can we draw from Jesus’ actions?
3. What greater spiritual implication of Jesus’ death was He also demonstrating to the
disciples?
a. If Jesus cleanses you from your sin, are you fully clean?

The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Week 10
Day 1:
John 13:21-30
1. If Jesus is sovereign and already knew from the beginning that Judas would betray Him,
why would Jesus keep him as one of the twelve disciples?
a. Why wouldn’t Jesus try to stop him?
2. How does realizing that Jesus knew Judas was going to betray Him, (leading to His death
on the cross), help you better understand the magnitude of Jesus’ love for you?
a. Jesus had the power to stop His own death. He did not have to die for us, but did
anyway.
3. Have you ever loved someone else when it did not benefit you?
4. What have you learned today about humility?

Day 2:
John 13:31-35
1. In Jesus’ last few moments with the disciples before His death, He gave them a new
commandment to “love one another”. How is the love that Jesus is talking about here
different from the world’s definition of love?
a. How would you sum up Christ-like love?
b. Do you love people in your life with Christ-like love or with worldly love?
c. What needs to change in your heart in order to truly love others like Christ does?
2. Why does loving one another like Christ attract others to Jesus?
a. Would you say that the people around you who do not have a relationship with
Christ would be more likely to want to know Christ based on how you love them?
i. Why or why not?

Day 3:
John 13:36-38
1. Peter was convinced that he would never betray Jesus. Jesus tells him that he would not
only betray Him once, but he would do it three times before the rooster crows.
a. Peter didn’t think it was even possible for him to betray Jesus and deny his
allegiance to Him. Why was it dangerous for Peter to ignore the possibility of this
sin?
b. If Peter would have considered the possibility of his denial, how could it have set
him up to fight his sin?
c. What are the areas of your life where you are weak? Are you honest with
yourself about your weaknesses?
i. How can acknowledging your sin actually lead you to fight sin more
successfully?
ii. What are some steps you need to take to do this?

Day 4:
John 14:1-14
1. In our world, there are many ideas and religions about God and how to get to Him.
What are some ways you find yourself trying to get to God other than through your
relationship with Christ? (ex. good works, church attendance, being a “good” person)
2. If Jesus is the only way to God, how much intentional time and thought life do you
dedicate to your relationship with Christ?
a. What does your calendar say about how important you think your relationship
with Christ is?
3. How do you view God the Father?
4. Do you consider Jesus and God the Father to be equals?
Ä If Jesus and God are equals, then we don’t have to wonder what God’s character and
heart are like. We can see God’s heart by understanding Christ’s heart. We can know
how God views us by seeing how Jesus viewed people. We can understand God’s care
for us by seeing the many ways that Jesus cared for people.

Day 5:
John 14:15-31
v The Helper that Jesus is referring to is the Holy Spirit who is one part of the Trinity (God
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit). All three are equal in authority but
different in function. One of the Holy Spirit’s functions is to dwell in believers and to
help us to desire God and to live for Him.
1. How does Jesus say that we can know we have the Holy Spirit and are His children in this
passage?
2. Your actions always reveal what and/or who you believe in. What have your actions
over the last month revealed about your beliefs?
a. What beliefs do you need to repent of and replace with the truth of God’s Word?
b. How will your actions change due to trusting and believing in Christ?

Day 6:
John 15:1-17
1.
2.
3.
4.
Ä
Ä

What does the word “abide” mean?
What does it look like to “abide in Christ” on a daily basis?
What fruit have you experienced in your life as a result of abiding in Christ?
Why is it difficult for us to abide in Christ at times?
Does Christ motivate us to abide in Him with fear or with grace?
What are some truths of His grace that Jesus reminds us of in this passage that motivate
you to abide in Him every day?

The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Week 11
Day 1:
John 15:18-27
1. Jesus warns us that we will be hated by the world for following Him because the world
hated Him. Have you experienced any rejection or “hatred” from friends and family
because of your faith in Jesus?
v Note on 15:22: They would not have been guilty of sin does not mean all sin (see
Romans 3:23), but the specific sin of rejecting the supreme revelation of God
that came in Christ Himself, a sin that is particularly manifested in hating Christ.
(ESV Study Bible notes)
1. When you face rejection from others, what makes you confident in your faith?
2. Have you experienced the Holy Spirit bearing witness about the truth of the gospel in
your heart? What does that look/feel like?
Þ How are you bearing witness to those around you that the gospel is true?

Day 2:
John 16:1-4
1. Why do you think the gospel is so controversial in our world?
2. Verse 2 says that some will think they are doing a service to God by killing a believer in
Christ. Is that still true in our world today?
3. Why would someone who does not know Christ want to reject Christ?
4. Why would you want to follow Christ even though you may face rejection?
Ä Is Jesus worth more to you than your own life?
Ä What earthly treasures do you need to lay down in order to make Christ your
only treasure?
Ä Do you trust God with everything?

Day 3:
John 16:5-15
1. Why is it an advantage that Jesus went away?
2. When the Spirit comes, He will convict the world. Why is this a hope filled statement?
a. How has conviction of sin brought hope and change to your life?
3. The Spirit helps to reveal God’s truth and bring it to mind when we need it most. How
have you experienced the Holy Spirit revealing God’s truth to you?
a. How has the Spirit helped you to obey truth over your own desires?

Day 4:
John 16:16-24
1. What is the sorrow that Jesus is talking about that the disciples experienced?
2. Why would their sorrow turn into joy?
a. How do you experience the joy of Christ in your life right now?
b. How is the joy you find in Christ different from the joy you have found in the
world?
3. Is prayer a joyful act for you or does it feel like a duty?
4. What things are you asking God through prayer lately?
a. How have you seen God answer your prayers?

Day 5:
John 16:25-33
1. Jesus is trying to prepare the disciples for the persecution that they will face by being
His disciples and for His crucifixion. There are times when following Christ isn’t easy and
our faith will be tested through rejection and even through persecution.
a. Have you experienced rejection/persecution from friends and family because of
your faith?
b. Was your faith strengthened because of the persecution or did it push you away
from God?
2. Jesus said “take heart; I have overcome the world.” How does believing that Jesus has
overcome the world give you faith to push through in times of trial?
a. How does this statement give you faith to overcome your own sin?

Day 6:
John 17:1-5
1. When you think of heaven what comes to mind?
2. According to Jesus, what is the point of eternal life?
a. Is knowing God and drawing close to Him your end goal in life?
b. Are you ever tempted to want what God can give you over wanting to know
God?
3. All of us are tempted to treasure something or someone else other than Christ because
of our sin. What are the things in your life that you are tempted to treasure more than
Christ Himself?
a. How can you begin to repent and put Christ in His proper place in your heart and
life?

The Gospel of John Study
By: The Field Church

Week 12
Day 1:
John 17:6-19
v Note: This chapter is known as the high priestly prayer. This prayer is split into three
sections (Jesus’ prayer for Himself, His prayer for His current disciples, and His prayer for
future believers). Today’s passage is the portion where He prayed for the twelve
disciples. Although written for the twelve, we can also apply the principles of Jesus’
prayer to our lives because anyone who is in Christ is His disciple as well (John 15:7-9).
1. In this passage, how does Jesus define what a disciple is?
a. Do you believe that Jesus was sent from the Father?
i. If you’re not sure, what are the reservations you have about this truth?
b. What does it mean to “keep” the Word of God?
c. Do you trust the Bible, which is the Word of God?
2. Jesus prayed a lot for God to keep His disciples. What were the dangers that the
disciples would face according to Jesus? How would those dangers cause them to doubt
their faith?
a. Have you faced opposition from the “world” that has caused you to doubt your
faith?
b. Have you experienced temptation from the “evil one”, Satan? What did that look
like in your life?
3. Jesus’ answer to keeping His disciples from temptation is 1sanctification in the word.
Why do you think Jesus puts that much importance on God’s Word?

1

Sanctification

The generic meaning of sanctification is "the state of proper functioning." To sanctify
someone or something is to set that person or thing apart for the use intended by its
designer. A pen is "sanctified" when used to write. Eyeglasses are "sanctified" when used to
improve sight. In the theological sense, things are sanctified when they are used for the
purpose God intends. A human being is sanctified, therefore, when he or she lives
according to God's design and purpose.
(http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/sanctification/)

Day 2:
John 17:20-26
Ä In today’s passage, Jesus prays for His future disciples. How does knowing that over
2,000 years ago Jesus prayed for you increase your love for Jesus?
© Why is it important for us to be “one” with other believers?
© Do you genuinely love the people in your church? Have you committed to the
community of believers in your church?
o If not, what are some next steps you can take?
Þ How can you begin to show the love you have received from Christ to those in your
world?

Day 3:
John 18:1-11
1.
2.
3.
Ä

Why do you think the soldiers fell back when Jesus said “I am He?”
Why does Jesus hand himself over? Why doesn’t Jesus put up a fight?
What is the cup that Jesus refers to in the last verse? What does this cup represent?
After reading this passage, how important are you to God?
o How do you respond to God after reading this?
o How does it motivate you to live?

Day 4:
John 18:12-18
1. Why do you think the Jewish leaders were in such a hurry to expedite the trial of Jesus?
a. What threat did Jesus pose to the Jewish people?
2. Put yourself in Peter’s shoes. Why do you think he denied being a disciple of Jesus?
a. Why was Peter’s faith shaken in that moment?
b. Have you experienced times when your faith has been shaken? Why was it
shaken?
c. What can we cling to when our faith is shaken, even when we can’t clearly see
God at work?

Day 5:
John 18:19-27
1. Why did the officers and the high priest get so angry with Jesus?
a. What were they trying to prove that Jesus had done?
2. If they could prove Jesus was a criminal, then they could find themselves righteous.
However, since Jesus was innocent, then that meant they were sinful. Why didn’t this
lead to the Jews repenting and believing in Jesus?
3. Have you ever chosen your own sin and pride over following God? Why do we fight so
hard to keep our sin sometimes?
a. What in your past (or present) has your sin lead you to? Do you regret not
repenting and following Christ sooner?
b. What are some habits you can put in place today that will help you to be more
honest with yourself about your sin and repent immediately?

Day 6:
John 18:28-32
1. How much time had passed from the arrest of Jesus to Jesus standing before Pontius
Pilate?
2. Why did the Jews bring Him before Pilate?
a. What was Pilate’s response to the Jews regarding Jesus?
b. Did Pontius Pilate think Jesus was a criminal?
3. Did the Jews have a clear case against Jesus? How did they answer Pilate when he asked
them of Jesus’ crimes?
4. When we are trying to serve our own sinful desires instead of God, are there any lengths
that we won’t go to in order to get what we want?
a. When you are seeking to serve yourself, do you care how that sin impacts those
around you? How have you hurt the people in your life because of your sin?
b. When we are seeking to honor God, it leads to us loving those around us. How
are you seeking to show love to those in your world now?

Appendix A
Control
Idolatry Defined:
Dictionary.com has two different definitions:
1. An image or other material object representing a deity to which religious worship is addressed.
a. These can be things like:
i. A Buddah statue, Hindus’ worship of cows, or even lucky charms like a rabbit’s
foot or horseshoes.
ii. The Old Testament had things like Asherim poles (Deuteronomy 7:5)
1. Female fertility symbols
2. Carved images or golden statues
2. Any person or thing regarded with blind admiration, adoration, or devotion.
a. Movie Stars
b. Sports Stars
c. Sports Teams
d. Bands
In other words, idols are the object of our worship. So what is worship? Worship is any person or thing
that we seek, serve, sacrifice for, spend our time and money on, speak about most, and trust in most.
We tend to worship idols as a means to serve ourselves.

The Truth about Idols
•

Idols have something that we want.
o Fame
o Popularity
o Security
o Happiness
o Love
o Character

•

Idols promise to give us the hope and security that we are looking for.
o If I can just get married, then all my dreams will have come true.
o If I could make a lot of money, all of my problems would go away.

If I could just know what is going to happen tomorrow, then I could prepare for it and
not be so afraid.
Idols lie to us.
o

•

“Idols promise everything and they take away everything”
How Idolatry Functions
Since our hearts are worshipping hearts, we are idol making machines. We can turn anything into an
idol. This makes the idols of our hearts very complex. So, in order to find freedom from our idols we
must first understand how they function.
There are two levels of idols according to Tim Keller in his book “Counterfeit Gods”:
1. “Deep Idols”
a. Deep idols are the result of sin corrupting our deep motivational drives.
b. Power, approval, comfort or control
2. “Surface Idols”
a. These are the things that we seek and serve in order to satisfy our deep idols.
i. These are things like money, a relationship (a spouse, kids), success, fame, etc.

Control
The deep idol I would like to focus on for this appendix is the idol of control. Many of us struggle with
this idol and it is a main reason for a lot of our fears and anxieties. Some of us struggle so much with
control that it causes a physical reaction in the form of panic attacks.

Definition: to exercise restraint or direction over; dominate; command.

Many of us can relate to this need for control. There are certain areas in our lives that all of us want to
feel like we have control over. Our finances, our futures, and our relationships are just a few examples
that we all deal with.

The big issue with the idol of control is that deep down we know that we can’t really control things.
Stuff happens.

If you struggle with the idol of control, the previous statement just made you a little sick to your
stomach, but the truth is there are so many things on a daily basis that we can’t control. This leads me to
my first point, which is the emotion of control.

The Emotion of Control
The emotion of control really deals with the loss of control. The promise of the idol of control is that
ultimate happiness and contentment comes from achieving complete control. The problem is we are
never completely in control of anything. So as we strive for
control and are met with moments that are out of our control we deal with the following emotions:
1. Fear & Dread:
• Many of us struggle with the possibilities of disaster happening in the future.
o Sometimes this comes from experience.
• Many of us have faced tragedy and loss. If you have ever been
through hard times, then going through them again is the last thing
you want to do.
o Sometimes this comes from real possibilities.
§ Bad things can happen. There is a little bit of truth in all our fears, but it is
often over-exaggerated.
§ We do not want to be vulnerable. A few examples of this are:
• Stage fright
• Not being prepared
o Ex. Oversleeping for an interview
• Opening up in a relationship
• Anxiety:
o A feeling of worry, nervousness, or unease, typically about an imminent event or
something with an uncertain outcome.
§ Will I get that job?
§ What if I don’t get into that school?
§ What if I fail that class?
§ What if they don’t accept me?
• Depression
o Severe despondency and dejection, typically felt over a period of time and
accompanied by feelings of hopelessness and inadequacy.
§ The acknowledgement of loss of control can lead to hopelessness.
• “There is nothing I can do, so, why try?”

The Action of Control
Obsession:
•

Over-preparedness- Going over every detail over and over again. This way there is no chance of
something going wrong.
o There is nothing wrong with preparing, but you can never be fully prepared.
o Psychology would call this OCD.
§ Obsessive Compulsive Disorder
• I would call it an idol of control.

Avoiding:
o

We stay out of places and situations that we feel most out of control.
§ An extreme example of this are phobias (http://phobialist.com)

Worry:
Ed Welch writes in his book “Running Scared”
•
•
•
•

•
•

Worriers live in the future.
o It is the preferred time zone.
Worriers are pessimistic fortunetellers.
o They see the future in minute gory details.
If you worry long enough, eventually, your fears will come true.
Worry is a protection mechanism.
o It is your shield from getting hurt.
o “If I imagine the worst, I will be prepared for it.” Worry is looking for control.
Worriers cannot be reasoned with.
o They don’t listen very well.
Worriers are self-centered.
o When we worry, other people listen. It lets us indulge in self-pity.

Crushing the Idol to Control
1. We have to crush our pride:
• The Idol of control is predicated on our ability to do things.
o It is a constant focus on us.
§ What we will gain.
§ What we will lose.

2. Trust in God:
• What is God’s most frequent command in Scripture?
o “Do not be afraid.”
§ Genesis 26:24: “That night the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am the God of
your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you.”
§ John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
• Freedom from control comes from laying down your pride and trusting in the One who
actually has control.
Matthew 6 Principle: Read Matthew 6:25-34
1. God is in control.
o God not only created everything, but He takes care of everything.
2. God cares more about you than you do about yourself.
o v.26b
§ The question Jesus asks, “Are you not of more value than they?” is a question of
trust. How you answer this question is the key to peace or anxiousness.
• If God is in control and you know He cares for you, then, you can trust
that whatever the future holds, God will be with you and will help you
through it. Therefore, if you believe and trust this truth, you will have
peace. However, you will need to meditate and remind yourself of it on
a daily basis. Belief is knowledge with trust, and trust is an action not a
feeling. You will need to choose to trust God.
§ Anxiety comes when we don’t believe that God is in control and has our good in
mind. We choose to take control into our own hands. We believe if we can
prepare enough and worry enough about the future that we can prevent bad
things from happening. The problem with control is that we know deep down
that we have no control which leads to panic attacks and the other negative
reactions described above.
o So how do we practically trust God with our lives?
3. We focus on the present:
o The idol of control is a symptom of our pride and desire to play God. We spend most of
our thought life:
§ Trying to redeem the past
§ Trying to setup or control the future
The problem with this pattern of thought is these are two realms that only God lives in.
God is omnipresent which means that He rules everywhere at all times including over all
of history. God is not confined to our timeline. We cannot control the future or change
the past. All we are responsible for is to live faithfully for God in the present time.

However, how will live in the present and the choices we make do redeem the past in
the fact that we can learn and be different from who we once were. The past has
influenced who we are, but it does not define who we become. We have a new identity
in Christ, and the gospel gives us new hope (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Also, how we live in the present and the choices we make today do influence the future.
Wise choices produce good fruit. (Galatians 6:6-10)
6 Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches.
7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.
8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one
who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary
of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as we
have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the
household of faith.
So I encourage you - repent of your pride and the idol of control. Accept the gracious
truth that you are not in control, nor do you need to be. God’s rule over you is a part of
His grace in your life that leads to peace.

Appendix B
Power
Idolatry Defined:
(Reminder)
Dictionary.com has two different definitions:
1. An image or other material object representing a deity to which religious worship is addressed.
a. These can be things like:
i. A Buddah statue, Hindus’ worship of cows, or even lucky charms like a rabbit’s
foot or horseshoes.
ii. The Old Testament had things like Asherim poles (Deuteronomy 7:5)
1. Female fertility symbols
2. Carved images or golden statues
2. Any person or thing regarded with blind admiration, adoration, or devotion.
a. Movie Stars
b. Sports Stars
c. Sports Teams
d. Bands
In other words, idols are the object of our worship. So what is worship? Worship is any person or thing
that we seek, serve, sacrifice for, spend our time and money on, speak about most, and trust in most.
We tend to worship idols as a means to serve ourselves.

The Truth About Idols
•

Idols have something that we want.
o Fame
o Popularity
o Security
o Happiness
o Love
o Character

•

Idols promise to give us the hope and security that we are looking for.
o If I can just get married, then all my dreams will have come true.
o If I could make a lot of money, all of my problems would go away.

If I could just know what is going to happen tomorrow, then I could prepare for it and
not be so afraid.
Idols lie to us.
o

•

“Idols promise everything and they take away everything”
How Idolatry Functions
Since our hearts are worshipping hearts, we are idol making machines. We can turn anything into an
idol. This makes the idols of our hearts very complex. So, in order to find freedom from our idols we
must first understand how they function.
There are two levels of idols according to Tim Keller in his book “Counterfeit Gods”:
1. “Deep Idols”
a. Deep idols are the result of sin corrupting our deep motivational drives.
b. Power, approval, comfort or control
2. “Surface Idols”
a. These are the things that we seek and serve in order to satisfy our deep idols.
i. These are things like money, a relationship (a spouse, kids), success, fame, etc.

Power
The idol of power is focused on having control over others, whereas the idol of control is focused on
having control over ourselves.
Definition: the capacity or ability to direct or influence the behavior of others or the course of events.

The Emotion of Power
What does it feel like when you trust in the idol of power, but find yourself losing it?
Fear of Humiliation:
•

Being humiliated is your greatest nightmare.
o People who struggle with the idol of power can never be wrong. You might even
talk in circles until you make whatever you are saying seem right.
§ If you are a verbal processor, it might be due to the idol of power.
• (Not always, though.)

o People who have been abused, bullied, or raped tend to gravitate to the idol of
power.
§ You know what it feels like to have all of your power taken away, so you
vow never to let that happen again.
• Understand that what you went through was the result of
someone else’s sin, something we call “suffering”.
o We have to deal with suffering through forgiveness and
through resting in the comfort of God. However, we still
have to recognize and repent of the idol of power in our
lives.
Anger:
§

§
§

You hate being challenged.
• When someone questions your authority, you may want to push
back.
When things don’t go your way, you may get mad.
Power is a direct result of pride. In your world, you are god and no one
questions god.

The Action of Power
Success:
o Success is a way to prove to everyone that you are superior.
§ Being a workaholic can be a result of having the idol of power.
o While you are successful, it is easier for you to put on a façade of grace and
humility, but, when you fail, it all falls apart.
Competition:
o You have to win. Notice “have to.” Healthy competition and winning are ok on
their own, but become an issue when this becomes a need.
§ The goal becomes to prove your dominance.
Influence:
•

As a leader, influence is a healthy thing to have, but becomes dangerous when
motivated by the idol of power:
o You use others for your own gain.

§
§

People feel used by you.
Your keep others at arm’s length.

o You manipulate others.
§ You bully people.
§ You control others through fear.

Crushing the Idol of Power
We Must Be Honest with Ourselves:
•

The idol of power is predicated on our ability to lord over others. If you find yourself
doing this you need to repent to the Lord and repent to the people you have tried to
control.

Repent of our Pride:
•

James 4:1-7
“What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that
battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get
what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God.
When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may
spend what you get on your pleasures.
You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity
against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an
enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for
the spirit he has caused to dwell in us? But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture
says:
‘God opposes the proud
but shows favor to the humble.’
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near
to God and he will come near to you.”

God opposes the proud, but He promises to draw near to those who humble themselves under
His authority.
God Wants to Restore You Through His Power:
1 John 1:9

•
•
•

God is the one who has the power to forgive.
We need to embrace His power in our lives.
o Philippians 2:13
We have the opportunity to use our influence for God’s glory and also for the good of
other people, not for our own selfish gain.

